* » This is for 


{6 YOU 


who are called the 


Comon-V Vealths-Men 


both in the 


ARMY 


and 


PARLIAMENT 


ToRead. 


Wherein are many plain and true things declared 
unto you ( which are ſuitable to your preſent eſtate and con= 
dition ) that that ye may confider them in the ſame that 
they are ſent unto you in, which is in Truth, and in ſincerity, 
and finglenefſe arid uprightnefle of heart, in that love which 
thinks no evil, even in obedience unto the ſpirit of the 
Lord, which alſoſaith, Try all things, and hold 
faſt chat which is good, 


— 


 Givenforth by George Fox the younger. 


The ear that beareth the reproof of Life, abideth among the wiſe. 
He that refuſeth inftruftion, deſpiſeth his own ſoul; But be that heareth 
reproof, getteth underſtanding. 
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To them who are called the Commogf88ealths-me ; 


l den 2... <A 
in the Army and Parliantt: by firence Co 


FRIENDS. err 0; 

N ſeveral of you Tknow there hath ſtirfethand--dortrofe 

ſtir a pure, true living principle of God, which hath be- 

got, (and doth beget) true, honeſt and upright defires, 

and breathings in you after righteouſneſſe, true liberty 

and freedom, (and loathings of oppreſſion and Tyran- 

ny}and it hath been in the hearts of ſome of you, & much upon 

you to break down oppreſſion and tyranny,and to remove op=- 

preſſors, and to muake void all ſuch laws as makes proviſion for 

tyranny and oppreſſion, whereby the oppreſſors hath long 

been ſtrengthened in their o __ people of this Nation; 

and ſome of you have fel the weight and burthen of oppreſſi- 

on andtyranny, ( under which the innocent ſuffers) and it - 

hath been much , in your hearts to ſet up righteous lawes , 

whereby all people might have equity and juftice idone to 

them, and for them, by ſnch as you have had thoughts to put 

in authority, which would dojuſt and equal things between 
man and man, without reſpeC& to perſons. 

Theſe things the Lords witnefle (inyon) hath ſhewed un- 
to you, that they ought to be done by you, and ſome of you 
have breathed and defired much to do theſe things, when ye 
have owned the pure movings and ftirrings of the meaſure of 
the life and power of God (in you) which hath ftired and mo- 
ved in you) towards righteouſnefſe, equity , mercy, and 
Juſtice;zBut hitherto ye have been much hindredin this work. 

And truly Friends, there are many things yet remaining 
in and among you, (Mark that) which hindersand ſtops you 
i this work of crue reformation, and they will top you there- 
in ' Mark that) ſolong as they bear rule in and among you, 


. and are conſented to (and regarded) by youu, many of thoſe 
things are as followeth. 


Firjt, There are many that pretends that they are of you, 
A 2 (Mark 


© - CFfark that) which hath joyned unto you in ſome outward ap- 
42-pearance; but it is more for fear of loſing their places, and 

" the riches and bonour of this World, then for = to the 
cauſe of equity, Juſtice and true liberty; And thele are in 
the Prieſts nature, whofor covetoulnefle, and felf-ends, can 
change with the times, and governments, and pretend they 
are for them ' ſo long axthey will hold chem up) and ſuch are 
neither true to God) nor their Countrey ; for they can lay 
down their Religion, which they have pretended to ttand for, 
and deny the Cauſe of their Countrey, if it will make moſt: 
for their own gain, and then ſay,It was the Lords doing, and 
they are ſatished in it, though it be quite contrary to that 
which they have formerly contended for ; and of this ſort 
there are many among you which ſtops the work you ought to 
do. 

And ſeveral of youalſo, in whom the Truth of God have 
ſtirred againſt oppreſſion and tyranny, verily your mindes 
are yet ſo much in your Commillions and. places, and in the 
- love, and honour, and wiſdom of this World, that this ſtops 
you in the work. ye ought to do, And {omeof you have to 
many Relations, mark that, that have ſuch a great gain, in 
thoſe very _y which greatly oppreſſeth the people of this 
Nation; and alſo ſome of your ſelves are concerned in theſe 
things, that ſo ye cannot tell how to take away oppreſſion 
wholly, without taking away their and your own gain; and 
theſe things being looked at by you, they exceedingly tops 
you in the work you ought todo; becauſe herein private ſelt- 
ends, and reſpeCt to perſons, by you. is preferred- before the 
general good of all, 

Now Friends, whileſt your mindes,and thoughts and hearts 
runs into, or after any of thefe things, They (with the enemy 
of your ſouls) will not ſuffer you to do that which is equal], 
no further (to be ſure) then will ſtand ſafe for the upholding 
and prefering of your Relations, and your own private, par- 
cicular ſelf-ends.. R 

Thereforeall wait in thatwhich is pure and living of God, 
in you, Which will ſhew you all deceit, if ye keep to it, that 
ſo:by it Yournundes may be redeemed but of all ſelf, and re- 


\p.& 
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fpe& to perſons, that ſo all Ndlar y pon ſelfendi,and re- 
ſpe& toperlons, may be denied, and utterly trampled upon 
by you, and that the general good and freedom of all, with- 
out reſpe&of perſons, may be minded and atted for,by you, 
that ſo ye may ſerve the Lord God, and your generation mm 
finglenefle and uprightneſſe of heart, and then che Lord will 
honour you, and he will be your ſufticient reward. . 
Verily itis a mighty thing, and it is highly to be prized by 
you, eſpecially ye of the Army, that ever the Lord God ſhould 
make uſe of you again,and again put an oppertunity into your 
hands , to do that which you formerly promiſed and vowd 
unto the Lord [and your Nation | to do, ſeeing ye ſo fleight- 
ed (Mark that) the former opertunities which the Lord God 
gave you, and ated ſo treacherouſly and deceitfully as ye did 
in your backſlidings; and if ye. ſhould fleight this opertunt- 
ty alſo, donot expett another, { be nor deceived, God will 
not be mocked) Therefore, confider theſe chings, and mind 
to anſwer the Lords love yet continued unto you, | 
But if ye look out at, or ſuffer your minds to run into, 
(Mark) the greatneſle of your places, or after your gain, or 
the hononr of the World 3 or if. ye look out at love or hatred 
of your pretended Friends or known enemies, or at any par- 
ticular ſelf-end whatſoever; Theſe things will ſtrangle che 
principle of God in you, which moves to do that which 1s e= | 
qual and juſt unto all, and then the tender feed in you which 
feels the weight and burthen ot oppreſſion thar will be mtir- 
thered; and then deadnefle and hardnefle of heart will come 
upon you more and more, and ye will (ſettle deeper and deep- 
erin the death; and verily,if ye ſhould do thus, ye would be- 
come even as Sodom and (-umurab unto the Lord,and he would 
overturn you with a great and mighty deftruttion # as he 
did them ) Therefore remember you have been. warned. 
So look at none of theſe. things, but look ye to the Lord 
God; and mind the movings of h+slife | in you] and be obe- 
dient thereto, and as oppreſſion, and tyranny and injuſtice is 
made manifeſt unto you | by che lighc of the Lord in you | in 
the power of the Lord committed unto you,break it down and 
overturn it,and (ct.up and eſtabliſh righteous laws,equity, mere: 
A 3, CY 2, 


V 


A 4 4-<ys and Juſtice, and true liberty in its place, and then you 
WII ond "erm what man can do rhe you, forthe Lord would 
then be your preſerver. 

Sothe Lord God hath once more tryed you; Now if you 
love Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Houſes, Lands, Com- 
miſſions, Honours of the World, or any particular ſelf-end 
whatſoever more then the Work of theLord, or if ye prefer 
any of them ſoas thereby to ſtop the Lords Work, or if ye do 
the Lords work qu rae; (which he hath once more put 
into your hands} verily ye ſhall not be counted worthy to be 
che Lords workmen. 

So remember Sau! ( who was made an examplethat others 
might take warning) who ſlew but part, ( of that which was 
to be deſtroyod ) and ſaved a part alive, and therein he was 
ſtubborn and diſobedient ; Now if ye fhould deſtroy bur pare 
of the Tyranny and oppreſſion which is utterly to be deſtroy - 
ed, | Mark that } and preſerve part of ,jit, take heed leaſt 

' the Lord rent ye from your places for your ſtubbornnefſe, 
_ diſobedience , as he rent Sau! from his Kindom, for | 
18, 
Therefore awake, awake, and wait in the light, to feel the 
Lords ſtrength, that therein your zeal and courage for him 
may be renewed, and linger nor in things as ye have done, 
but dwell in the power of the Lord, (ye who have felt it, and 
do not abuſeit, or refiſt it any longer) and in his power a& 
for the freedom and juſt liberty of all his Creatures, and 
this will bring honour unto the Lord, that ſo ye in whoſe 
hearts there is a fingleneſſe, an hogeſty and an uprightnefſe 
unto the Lord, ( may keep your ſelves from being defiled 
with the corruptneſle of others) and ſo be preſerved in his 
wiſdom and power, in the breakings, overturnings, or pur- 
gings, and ſeparating,that yet\muſt be in the Nation. 
And Freinds in the Rees when will the ſpirit of Righte- 
ouſneſſeand equity be clearly manifeſted among you, to Rule 
ou thus, that ſo loag as ye bear an outward ſword, it might 
be onely turned againſt evil doers, and not for the upholdin 
any oppreſſion whatſoever, but for the breaking down of al 
oppreſhon and Tyranny whereſoever it is found, and for } 
keeping 


keeping the ———_— LP equal and juſt Laws be e» 


ſtakliſhed , whereby the juſt liberties and outward freedom 


of the Nation might be enjoyed; and not to makea trade of 
uſing your fwords to enrich your ſelves-by them, by heaping 


up outward riches, and to feed your luſtsz But whileſt ye ule | 


your ſwords, to be content with ſuch wages, as might but even 
finde you things neceſſary and convenient for your places ? 
Now if this ſpirit lead you, then ſelf-denial will be manife- 
ſed in you indeed, and they that called you a mercenary Ar- 
my, then ſhould be aſhamed ; for if tyranny and oppreſſion 
were deſtroyed, and equity, true outward libergy and free- 
dom were cftabliſhed, and the enemies of it fo brought to 
nought, that ſo there were no need of you, this ſpirit if it rul- 
ed you, would make youas freely wiling thenzto lay down your 
places and ſwords, as ever any of you were made free to take 
chem upzand then to fall upon improving the Creation in the 
fear and wiſdompftheLord,and tobe content to enjoy an e- 
qual proportion &ſhare cfrhe liberty (with your fellow-crea- 
tures )which you have fought forzand if it were thus, then ye 
might truly be called the Common wealthi- men, or ſervants. 
ut if ye carry a ſword, and expe and defire ſtill co carry 
or uphold a ſword, to make a trade of (mark that } then I 
know you will nor utterly bring down oppreſſors, and op- 
preſſion, and firmly eſtabliſh outward liberty, though yee 
could, leaſt your trade fhonld fall; Now if you do not a& 
fingly for your Nations good - (and ftand out of all ſelf ends 


whatſoever) bur ſtill continue, making a trade of ufting your: 


{words,then you cannot truly be called the Common-wealths 


Servants 3 but ſuch as ſerves your ſelves, and ſuch as are: 


their maſters, though you receive wages of them, 

And Friends, there are many. things done lately in the 
name of the keepers of the liberty of England; Now ( Mark ) 
ye ſhould firſt make Eng/anda Free Nation, and ſet it at liber- 
ty from all its oppreſſion and bondage that ic is in | before ye 
take ſuch a ame upon you] and then in the fearand wiſdom 
ofthe Lord,, ſee to preſerve and keep its liberty, and then 

e mighe truly be called the keepers of the liberty of £Zyylang, 
ut if ye do not firſt ſet it at liberty, and then keep it, and yer 
be: 


_ 
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; »\ CG becalled the keepers of che liberty of it,ye will be but like un- 
| to thoſe which had a name that they lived,and yet were dead, 
and like the falſe Chriſtians whoare puffed up with a name, 


but are out of the nature which belongs tothe name. 


This from me, who have a tender love going 
forth unto all, both in Parliament, Army and 
others, who have any true nigebloge or delires 
(in them) after Righteouſneſſe, Truth, Equity, 
Mercy , Juſtice and true Judgement (which I 
waitto ſee ſet up and eſtabliſhed;) And I honour 
the higher power, and am-ſubjeC thereunto, 
where ever, or in whomſoever it doth appear, 
which Power hath made me a Watch-man unto 
you, to warn you, and to watch for your ſouls, 

' and for peace; Andin obeying this Power,l am * 


clear of, and free from the lood of all men, 
| G- Fjea. 


